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Thank you Mr. Chairman for the opportunity to address this esteemed body on behalf of 
the Global Indigenous Youth Caucus. We are here to discuss the issues that 
encompass all aspects of the life of Indigenous Youth including education, culture, and 
economic opportunities. These issues concern the policies and methodologies 
(systems) of United Nations agencies and funds. 

Article 20 of the Review of the World Bank operational policies published 20 February 
2013 states that “borrowers are required to secure the legal recognition of indigenous 
peoples’ customarily used and occupied lands on ownership of their lands only where a 
project involves land titling or acquisition.” For unrecognized nations and peoples this 
disregards their rights included in article 39 of the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (DRIP) which states that  “Indigenous peoples have the right to 
have access to financial and technical assistance from States and through international 
cooperation, for the enjoyment of the rights contained in this declaration.”  We strongly 
recommend that article 66 of the Review of the World Bank operational policies should 
incorporate the minimum standard of free, prior, and informed consent and not 
consultation. Consent is a minimum standard found in the UNDRIP. Article 25 of the 
final report on the fourth session states of the permanent forum that the “results of the 
International Expert Workshop on Methodologies regarding Free, Prior and Informed 
Consent should serve as a guide to the World Bank in its practices pertaining to 
indigenous peoples” This guide must apply to all UN agencies and funds in order to 
ensure an protect the rights of indigenous people.

It is our understanding that the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) is 
developing new policies regarding the engagement of Indigenous Peoples. These 
programs would require that recipients of UNEP’s programs would have to be a part of 
a state recognized Non-Governmental Organization (NGO).  There are many 
Indigenous Peoples and Nations that are not recognized by the state in which they 
reside. Therefore, it is imperative that UNEP and other organizations adjust their 
language to include unrecognized indigenous peoples and nations. Article 22, from the 
final report of the fourth session of the Permanent Forum states that “Relations between 
development agencies and the organizations of indigenous peoples should be direct 
and not relayed through intermediate institutions of the dominant society.”

UN Agencies and Funds programs are not meeting the needs of indigenous youth. The 
lack of development indicators in all aspects of life for indigenous peoples is minimal at 
best.  Programs cannot be successfully implemented without the presence of basic 
indicators and statistics of indigenous peoples and their livelihood. Furthermore, we 



reaffirm Article 71 of the expert report titled, “Indigenous Youth: identity, challenges, and 
hope: articles, 14, 17, 21 and 25 of the United Nations Declarations for the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples” which calls for a research agenda on the traditional livelihoods of 
indigenous youth. We also support the recommendation of the GIWC to develop an 
Indigenous measure of well-being.

For Indigenous youth, it is important that UN agencies and this Forum support programs 
that teach culturally compatible sex-education. Recommendations regarding sexual 
violence, high rates of HIV and STIs and maternal health have been frequently cited in 
this Forum, but not implemented. 

We have four recommendations:

1.      All UN agencies and funds, particularly the World Bank,  should make 
amendments to their policies to ensure compliance of article 11 of the UNDRIP, for the 
basic right to free, prior and informed consent with an emphasis on this right for 
Indigenous Youth and the programs that affect us. This is crucial for the improvement of 
the effectiveness of these programs.

 
2.      All UN agencies and funds, particularly UNEP, should develop policies that would 
not require state recognized NGO status for Indigenous Peoples and Nations as a 
prerequisite for enjoyment of the benefits of the various UN agencies and funds.

 
3 The indigenous youth urge the Forum to work closely with United Nations agencies 
and funds in order to ensure that the rules and methodologies of these bodies are 
consistent with the UNDRIP. This will give the youth a better opportunity to grow up in 
an immersive indigenous culture through the education, culture and economic programs 
provided by these agencies and funds.

4. The recipients of the programs of UN agencies and funds are limited to those living in 
developing countries. There are a number of Indigenous Nations in developed countries 
that share similar hardships to Indigenous Nations in developing countries. By denying 
these Nations and Peoples their right to receive international assistance agencies and 
funds, it violates article 39 of the UNDRIP and Indigenous Youth from their right to self-
determination. Therefore, we recommend that all UN agencies who claim a global 
mandate work with the GIYC to ensure full and effective participation of Indigenous 
Youth in all regions of the world.
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